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* The Northern Region covers O
roughly the northern half of \
the State, including
Fairbanks, Barrow, Nome,
and St. Lawrence Island.

¢ The Southcentral Region
covers roughly the southern
half of the State, excluding
the southeast “panhandle”.
This region includes the
Aleutian Chain, the Kenai
Peninsula, Kodiak, the Pribilof
Islands, and Anchorage.

* The Southeast Region
consists of the Alaska
“panhandle”, and includes
Yakutat, Sitka, Juneau, and
Ketchikan.
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~ Leases are also known as public land leases

They are limited property rights on state land, granted by the
Division of Mining, Land, and Water (DMLW) in the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)

S

Oe®
Tt




Types of Leases

% General Commercial/Industrial
Commercial Recreation and Tourism

Tideland, Shoreland, Submerged Land

Public and Charitable

Agricultural and Grazing




LONG-TERM

///

11+ years

A long-term lease, by
state law, requires a
survey and appraisal

Long term leases (unless
statute states otherwise)
go through the competitive

\\lease process

Survey not required by
state law. Lease can be
issued after Final Finding
and Decision is effective,
and deliverables received

10 years
or less

OW long can state lands be leased?

WHd31-1dOHS



General Leasing Process

Competitive

Competitive leases require a
solicitation of interest — if no
interest is received, process
proceeds as essentially a non-
competitive process.

Non-competitive

Public utilities and common

carriers typically qualify for
non-competitive leases under

AS 38.05.810(e)



Once an application is deemed complete:

Competitive process begins with 30-day Solicitation of Interest period.

Preliminary
Decision
Written & Issued

Agency Notice and
Review

30-day Public

Title Search Notice

20-day Appeal

Final Finding and Period and 10-day
Decision Reconsideration

Period

Lease Decision
Effective 31 Days
after FFD

Submit
Deliverables

Entry Authorization
Issues (if —_— Lease issued
necessary)

Process timeframe is 9-12 months from
Application Complete to Lease Decision




Official General
Leasing Flowchart

Flowchart and process overview can be found at
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/leasing/
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General Leasing Process
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Public Notice/Appeal

Incomplete

\ 4

Application Submitted

Application

Reviewed

A 4

Application Complete

I:l Approval/lssuance

Incomplete

Request Additional

Information

Preliminary Decision (PD)

Written and Issued

\ 4
Agency Notice and
Title Search
Review
A 4

30-day Public Notice

Final Finding and Decision
(FFD)
Written and Issued

20-day Appeal Period
and

»1 10-day Reconsideration
Period

Lease Decision Effective

31 Days after FFD

Submit Deliverables such
as Rent, Insurance,
Bonding

Entry Authorization Issued
o if Necessary to Complete

Survey and Appraisal

A 4

Lease Issued



https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/leasing/

Application Fee

Survey/Appraisal

There is a non-refundable
application fee that is based on the
size (number of acres) of the
requested lease area. Other
associated costs may include survey

and/or appraisal, insurance and
bonding.

Application fee ranges from $1,200-$2,000



Can I assign or
sublease my lease?

Yes!

Upon DMLW approval

Lessee must be eligible under the statute that the lease
was issued.

Lessee must be in good standing with the State.

Subleases are subjected to additional fees






for a specific and limited purpose, without

u A right to use land owned by another party
granting the right to land ownership.

EASEMENTS u Non-possessory, the underlying land-owner

retains the right of possession and ultimate

1 ARE. 33 control.
. . There is a long term need to
An eqsemenf IS requred use, access or cross state
when... land, including for

installation of infrastructure.




TYPES OF

EASEMENTS

Public Easement

* Most Common/Default authorization
* Primary method for authorizing fiber optic lines

* Generally serve a public purpose, such as public access across state lands,
or for utilities (water, sewer, electrical, and telecommunication)

* Fees (11 AAC 05.070)
* Public Access = $120/acre, one time
* Public Utility = $0.56/linear foot, one time

Private Non-Exclusive Easement

* Fees ($240/acre, $480 minimum (annually))

* Prior to change of policy in 2020, this was the type of easement used to
authorize fiber optic lines. Conversions to public Utility easements are
available.

Private Exclusive Easement

* Rare, typically when there are safety issues.
* Fees (Fair Market Value)
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® Public Utility Easements

® Easements reserved under revised statute 2477

(Historic routes)

Easements created by a plat but not transferred

to the local platting authority.
Easements reserved by a conveyance document
Platted easements in the unorganized borough

Easements granted to DMLW




Utility lines are typically adjudicated as public utility easements. This

now includes fiber optic lines, per the 2020 change in policy.

Fees are currently:
* Application: $480 - $1,200

* $0.56 per linear foot of easement

Public Utility Easement = Public

® Other utilities may locate infrastructure within them in the future
(development/ maintenance)

EMENTS

Typically 30 feet in width

®* Widths can and will be adjusted to include all installed
infrastructure, land uses, and the conditions under which the
infrastructure is to be installed.






https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/easements/
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/cdn/pdf/forms/Easement-Application-Packet.pdf
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GENERAL
EASEMENT
PROCESS

Receive application and
review for completeness

Regional Manager’s
Decision is drafted and [
issued

Applicant surveys
easement and installed
infrastructure according to
DNR instructions (usually
within 2-3 years). Without
this you will not actually
be issued an easement!

Land research (verify
legal, land status, title,
planning, etc.)

Easement issued and
recorded with an “As-built
Record of Survey)

Agency Review /Public
e d  Notice seeking comments
(usually 30 days)

On 21+ day, DMLW can
issue the Entry
Authorization to construct
and survey the easement




Key Differences Between Easements and Leases

* Easements are not possessory interests vs. leases which are
typically an exclusive possessory interest.

* Easements are a one-step decision vs. leases which are two-
step decisions

* Under statute, if land is not classified a classification has
to be done before an easement or lease can be issued.

* Aclassification decision is a two-step process, so it
meshes well with a lease.

* Easements cannot be subleased. Leases can be subleased.
e Easements tend to be lineal.
* Leasestend to be spot sites (i.e. communication towers).



Resources
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DMLW Webpage Alaska Mapper LAS
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/ https://mapper.dnr.alaska.gov/ https://dnr.alaska.gov/projects/las/
- links to both Easements and Web mapping application Public facing system showing what
Leasing pages which graphically shows (most) DMLW adjudicates.

DNR authorizations.

Easements: Leases:
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/easements/ https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/leasing/



https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/
https://mapper.dnr.alaska.gov/
https://dnr.alaska.gov/projects/las/
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/easements/
https://dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/lands/leasing/
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